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Social movements that started in Taiwan in 1980s were of over 10 types, 
covering issues relating consumption, environmental protection, gender, social classes, 
social strata, ethnic groups, specific social groups, human rights, social welfare and 
many other fields and involving almost all the social classes, strata and groups in 
Taiwan. These massive collective protests had far reaching impacts on the social 
transformation, liberalization and democratization of Taiwan. The 1980s also became 
known as the Golden Decade in the development of Taiwan’s social movements. 
This paper focused on seven types of the most presentative social movements of 
Taiwan in 1980s. On the basis of a discussion on the historical background of the 
beginning of social movements, this paper concluded the course and major coverage 
of those movements, analyzed their organization, participants, protest strategies, 
summed up their types and features, and in the end evaluated the functions of those 
movements and pointed out difficulties in the course of their development. This paper 
is creative in three aspects. Firstly, this paper used multiple theories on social 
movement, examined the historical background of the beginning of Taiwan’s social 
movements in 1980s from the point of a bigger history picture, and drew out its 
historical process. Secondly, with careful analysis of the organization, participants, 
and protest strategies of those movements, this paper concluded their types and 
features. Lastly, this paper made evaluations and explanations of the historical 
functions and difficulties in the development of Taiwan’s social movements in 1980s. 
According to this research, after a decade of social movement practices and 
training, Taiwan has entered a society of movements. Social movements have become 
a part of the daily life of Taiwanese. A large number of social movement 
organizations have appeared amid various social movements, and have served as 
bridges connecting the government and the public, providing historical situations for a 














rights and democracy of Taiwanese, and accelerated the liberalization of Taiwan. 
While social movements have powered the development, resource accumulation and 
consensus building of Taiwan, the political opposing forces regard them as a tool to 
acquire political resources, seizing part of the fruits of social movements. 
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